
Committee against Expansion of 
Ampugnano Airport - Siena
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Ampugnano airport is in Sovicille municipality, Siena Province, Tuscany, Italy, about 5 
km from the town of Siena.  It has a traffic of about 5 passengers per day and a runway 
1400 m long.  In the last ten years it has lost 14 million euro. The airport company 
was mainly public until last year with local government as the public shareholders and a 
bank controlled by a public foundation as the private shareholder (MPS Bank and MPS 
foundation). 
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The idea of expanding the airport  
is not new

In 2005 a study by experts suggested that the airport would always lose money. 
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Completely out of the blue, in July 2007, an article appeared in La Repubblica. 
Ampugnano would become the biggest airport in Tuscany, with an investment of 400 
million euro.  There would be 4 million passengers per year and 4000 m of runway!
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GALAXY FUND Sarl (Luxembourg)
Financial institutions:
•CDC – Groupe Caisse del Depots, France  €100m
•CDP – Cassa Depositi e Prestiti, Italy      €100m
•KfW-IPEX Bank, Germany                      €50m
•Potential co-investors:
•European Commission                              €25m
•Others (BGK-Investment Bank, Poland)  €5m

The investor was GALAXY FUND of Luxembourg, which would become majority 
shareholder.  One of the core investors in Galaxy is the Italian Cassa Depositi e Prestiti 
(CDP).  MPS Foundation owns a 3% share in CDP and the Chairman of MPS was 
also the Chairman of the CDP steering committee. 
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PRIVATE INVESTOR
OF PUBLIC MONEY in 
UNNECESSARY 
INFRASTRUCTURE

MPS bank is a shareholder in the airport;  MPS foundation has a share in CDP and 
chaired its steering committee.  CDP invested 100 million in Galaxy and Galaxy invested
in Siena airport. Some of the money disappeared in strange contracts to a facilitator and a 
legal firm.  
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It is still not clear what is planned for our tiny airport.  No business plan has been 
produced.  A sort of project was made public in Sept 2007, though IL SOLE 24 ORE 
observed that the real numbers had been hidden so the local population would not panic.  
In this so-called project, the investment had been reduced from 400 million to 80 million 
and then 20 million.  The traffic had been reduced from 4 million px/y to half a million  
and then only 100,000.  The runway would no longer be 4000 m but only 1500.
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An airport operates in deficit with less than a million passengers per year.  So how is 
Galaxy intending to make the 15% it promised its investors? 
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Once Galaxy was in Siena, the airport shareholders realized they couldn’t simply hand 
the airport over.  There had to be a public competition.  Of course, Galaxy was the only 
contender, the competition was a farce, and the Italian Ministry for Transport and the 
Treasury subsequently found many irregularities in the procedure.  The privatization has 
not yet been approved by the Ministry. 
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Who wants this?

The public shareholders:
•Siena and Sovicille councils 
•Siena Province 
•Chamber of Commerce

MPS bank [€€€€] (Private shareholder)

Monti-Riffeser press magnate [€€€€]
Local political and economic lobbies (hotels, 
PD, freemasons)
Novartis? [€€€€]
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These are the forces that want airport expansion because it will bring prestige, 
GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, and an end to ISOLATION!  As you can see, our 
opponents are very rich and powerful.  The local newspapers are puppets of this power 
group, and have done their best to make the committee look ridiculous or completely 
ignore it.  LA NAZIONE ignored our demonstration attended by 4000 people!  Instead 
they reported that a man fell out of an olive tree. 
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Expansion of the airport does not make sense economically:  if the airport is kept small, 
as they now claim, it will be a financial disaster;  if a big airport is made, it will be an 
environmental disaster. 
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The airport is surrounded on three 
sides by conservation areas

This is the Province of Siena. The cross is the airport.  The green areas are SITES OF 
COMMUNITY IMPORTANCE under the HABITATS directive.  The yellow areas are 
Regional Nature Reserves. 
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Siena’s drinking water

The airport is in the recharge area of one of the biggest aquifers in Tuscany and 
surrounded by nine medieval towns and villages, Orgia, Brenna, Stigliano, Torri, Rosia, 
Sovicille, Volte Basse, Ampugnano, San Rocco.  The southern corner of Siena can be 
seen in the top RH corner of the map.  This map shows the vulnerability of ground water 
to pollution. Green means medium to high vulnerability, pink means very high 
vulnerability. 
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Siena is close to many other airports

Expansion of the airport does not make sense from the point of view of transport. Siena 
is close to many other airports. Ampugnano is the red circle. Florence airport is only 80 
km away, Pisa 114 km, Rome 250 km.       Italy already has too many airports:  officially 
there are 101 and 45 are open to commercial traffic.  Only 21 have more than a million 
passengers per year.  Only 5 can be reached by train!  What Siena needs is simply train 
and bus connections! 
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Now for OUR CAMPAIGN
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Our public meetings are attended by hundreds of people.
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The first committee newspaper

The committee has published two issues of its newspaper. 
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We plastered Siena and Sovicille with posters.
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We organized cultural events: Luca Mercalli, …
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John Stewart … WE took legal action against the privatization.  We featured in the 
New York Times and the Herald Tribune 
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We organized a giant demonstration attended by 4000 people
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Another even bigger demonstration is planned in November.  You are all invited! 
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We put pressure on the Democratic Party.   We appeared on national television.  We 
organized a protest outside the National Gallery in London. 
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We organized fund raising, handed out leaflets and manned banquettes,

25



26



27



28



With this poster we obtained the resignation of the CEO of the airport company.  We 
pointed out that his salary was four times the maximum permitted by law.  Later the 
president of the airport resigned too.  He was a very important freemason.
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[] We applied to the regional government for a participation procedure and were awarded 
€50,000 to discuss HOW to expand the airport, not WHETHER to expand it.  So we 
refused the money.
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A poster for an election campaign:  DO NOT VOTE FOR PARTIES THAT WANT 
AIRPORT EXPANSION!  We also stood for council elections and won33% of the votes.
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HOPES FOR THE FUTURE
We are trying to pressure the Ministries and aviation authority NOT to approve the 
privatization.  Galaxy’s next step would be to obtain a 20-year aviation permit for the 
airport.  Since Galaxy Fund closes in 2013, once it obtains this permit it will presumably 
sell its majority shareholding to another private company, and disappear.    We know that 
if Galaxy doesn’t obtain this permit by the end of next year, it will withdraw from the 
airport company.   Of course we hope win our court cases. And we hope the public 
shareholders will realize their mistake!  … Thank you for your attention.
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